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Reverend Frank Witman -
UMFCU Scholarship Pro-

gram  
 

The Reverend Frank Wit-
man - United Methodist Fed-
eral Credit Union Scholarship 
Fund was established to offer 
four $500 scholarships to 
students attending any insti-
tution of higher education for 
professional, academic, or 
vocational training and devel-
opment. Submissions are 
due by March 31, 2011. The 
individual must be a member 
of UMFCU, be enrolled for 
the current academic year 
with a minimum of 12 credit 
hours per academic term, 
have a cumulative grade 
point average of at least 2.5, 
and be enrolled or planning 
to attend an accredited a 
college or university, campus 
ministry, community college 
or recognized technical or 
trade school at the time the 
award is issued. UMFCU 
staff and Board Members 
and their respective spouses, 
domestic partners, siblings, 
and children are ineligible. To 
learn more contact Denise 
Ponto at the United Method-
ist Federal Credit Union at 
800-245-0433.  

 

Relevance X 
 

Time is running out to sign 
up for Relevance X, the ex-
citing conference for young 
adults (age 18-30). Taking 
place in Las Vegas, NV Feb-
ruary 18-20, 2011, it is right 
around the corner. The Con-
ference is focused on devel-
oping disciples within our 
faith communities and in the 
world, empowering them to 
become new disciples. Don’t 
forget to register or to en-
courage young adults in your 
communities to attend. Learn 
more at http://relevanceX.co 
m. 

Continued on page 3 

Healing service held at site of Tucson shooting  

By Stephen J. Hustedt, Di-
rector of Communications, 
and Joanie Faust, Writer/
Editor 

 

Exciting changes continue 
to come to the United Meth-
odist Center as the new year 
begins and plans for Annual 
Conference are on their way. 
The latest change comes in 
the Episcopal Office where 
Julie O’Neal has been offi-
cially hired as the new Assis-
tant to Bishop Minerva G. 
Carcaño. O’Neal was hired 
after a complete overhaul was 
made to the position over the 
last year. The new position is 
a true partner in ministry with 
the Bishop and will expand 
traditional assisting responsi-
bilities to include business 
management, public relations, 

Service leaders prepare to sprinkle water for cleansing and 
healing during interfaith service of healing held at the site of 
the Tucson shooting. Continued on page 3 

By Joanie Faust, Writer/
Editor 

 

Leaders of several faith 
communities in Arizona gath-
ered at La Toscana Center, 
the site of the January 8 
shooting in Tucson, for a 
“Service of Cleansing and 
Healing.” The service was 
held outside the Safeway 
shopping center where six 
people were killed and more 
than a dozen were wounded 
dur ing Congresswoman 
Gabriel Gifford’s “Congress 
on your Corner” event. Rep. 
Gifford was among those 

Some good news about being 
United Methodist 

As this year’s church con-
ference season comes to a 
conclusion, I thought I might 
share some good news from 
within the district and beyond.  

Despite the news that we, 
as a denomination, are in 
decline, we still are the sec-
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ond largest Protestant de-
nomination in the United 
States, with nearly 8 million 
members  and 34,000 
churches. These churches 
are present in nearly every 
county. Here in our district we 
have several churches in 
communities with a popula-
tion of less than 1000. We 
have presence and still have 
a brand which is widely rec-
ognizable, and in general we 
are one of only a few denomi-
nations that are viewed fa-
vorably. We own massive 
amounts of land. Granted, 
many of these churches have 
issues and limits, yet they 
exist and are present. Fur-
thermore, these churches 
have value. End-of-year 
valuations in 2008 were over 
$50 billion.  

We can be thankful for the 

O’Neal named 
assistant to 
Bishop Carcaño  

Continued on page 2 

Rev. Mike Pearson is the 
South District Superintendent.  

http://relevancex.com
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meeting support, event plan-
ning, and relationship build-
ing. 

After reviews and inter-
views with many possible 
employees, Julie surfaced 
as the top applicant. Julie is 
not unfamiliar to the Confer-
ence as she is a life-long 
United Methodist and has 
been involved in the Desert 
Southwest Conference for 
most of her life. Her father, 
Rev. Jim O'Neal, is a pastor 
at Sun Lakes UMC in Sun 
Lakes, Arizona, and her 

great-great grandfather, 
Lewis J. Hedgpeth, was in-
strumental in bringing 
Methodism to the territory of 
Arizona.  

Julie holds a bachelor’s 
degree from Arizona State 
University in Interdisciplinary 
Studies in French and Reli-
gious Studies. She is also a 
graduate of Saint Paul 
School of Theology in 2003 
with a Master of Theological 
Studies in Church Admini-
stration. She was previously 
the Director of Community 
Life at Saint Paul from 2003-
2005 and worked at the Divi-
sion on Ministries with 
Young People in young adult 
ministries in Nashville, Ten-
nessee from 2005-2009. 

“It is a joy to be living back 
in Arizona and, even more 
so, a joy to be back with the 
DSC,” Julie said. “I am 
thrilled to be working in part-
nership with the Bishop and 
the entire staff at the Confer-
ence Center. It has been 
wonderful re-connecting with 
many of you and I look for-
ward to serving you.” 

Julie currently resides in 
Chandler, Arizona with her 
husband, Brian, and their 
two cats. Her passions in-
clude spending time with 
friends and family, ASU foot-
ball, recycling and organiz-
ing.  

O’Neal 
Continued from page 1 

(DSC Camping)— The win-
ter of 2009/2010 left its mark 
on Mingus Mountain Camp. 
Toothaker Hall and the roof 
on the Dining Hall were both 
casualties of the unusually 
harsh winter. 

Toothaker Hall, built in 
1950, burned down during a 
harsh winter storm. Plans are 
underway to use the insur-
ance money to design a multi-
purpose structure that will 
provide an area for registra-
tion. 

The roof on the Dining Hall, 
built in 1956, already needed 
major repairs and heavy 
snows caused further dam-
age. The summer camping 
season was done and there 
was a short period of time to 
work before winter storms 
delayed repairs. Brandon Hill, 
our Mingus Camp manager 
worked with a contractor and 
conference staff to get the job 
done. 

Challenges create opportu-
nities, and, indeed, these are 
challenging times for all of us. 
Mingus Mountain will continue 
to serve our churches, espe-
cially our children and youth. 

 

How can you get involved? 
 

Volunteer— your expertise 
in the areas of adult volunteer 
or adult health care (volunteer 
nurses are essential to the 

success of each camping 
experience, and are in short 
supply). Volunteer by filling 
out and sending in the forms 
found at the “Camp Forms” 
link at http://desertsouthwest 
conference.org/camps. 

Fund a full or partial 
campership— (Camping 
Scholarships send an ele-
mentary-aged child to camp 
for a week). Information is 
available at http://desert 
southwestconference.org/
campingdonations. 

Include Mingus Moun-
tain Camp in your chil-
dren’s summer plans— 
learn more at http://mingus 
mountaincamp.org. 

Spread the word— about 
Mingus Mountain Camp. 
The facility is available for 
family reunions, corporate 
retreats and other gather-
ings. For more information 
about Mingus Mountain 
Camp, call Brandon Hill, site 
manager at (928) 634-5273 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
or visit the Camp’s website 
(a new version is coming 
soon!). 

Celebrate Mingus Moun-
tain Camp’s rich history 
and help fund camper-
ships— through purchase 
of “A Taste of Mingus” http://
www.minguspress.com. 

Continued on page 4 
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A new roof means happy campers 

(GBOD) - United Method-
ists who lead congregations 
in worship and song will 
gather in March for three 
days of singing, workshops 
and worship during the for-
mal introduction of a new 
collection of songs, hymns 
and worship resources.  

The event, Rethinking 
Worship & Song, will be 
March 1-3 and will mark the 
release of Worship & Song, 
which has been jointly devel-
oped by the General Board 
of Discipleship and The 
United Methodist Publishing 

Julie O’Neal has been 
hired to serve in the re-
vamped position of Assistant 
to the Bishop for Bishop 
Minerva G. Carcaño.  

House. 
"I think one of the by-

products of this new collec-
tion is to bridge what I think 
are really ambiguous terms--
traditional and a so-called 
contemporary music--and to 
say, 'This is what it means to 
be in both camps,' " said 
Carlton R. Young, an editor, 
composer, teacher, consult-
ant and conductor, who will 
be the event's keynote 
speaker. 

Young, who edited both 
the 1966 Methodist Hymnal 

Worship leaders to gather for un-
veiling of new music resource 
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Volunteers and staff were able to work with contractors to 
replace the Dining Hall roof during a break between summer 
and winter camps.  

http://desertsouthwestconference.org/camps
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/camps
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/campingdonations
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/campingdonations
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/campingdonations
http://mingusmountaincamp.org
http://mingusmountaincamp.org
http://www.minguspress.com
http://www.minguspress.com
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churches and in starting 
new faith communities and 
new churches. We can be 
proud of two of the most 
recent church starts in this 
district, Sanctuary and 
Santa Cruz Valley; both are 
growing and thriving. Santa 
Cruz Valley UMC is putting 
up its first building. The 
number of staff people allo-
cated by annual confer-
ences to specifically ad-
dress  p lan t ing  new 
churches, even at a full-
time level, continues to 
grow. This conference 
added Tom Butcher in July 
to staff this area for our 
Annual Conference.  

Additionally, there are 
some encouraging statis-
tics. As noted in a General 
Council on Finance and 
Administration (GCFA) re-
port concerning the 2008 
data, the number of con-
stituents is growing. Since 
increasingly we find our-
selves in a culture where 
folks don't want to "join" but 
want to participate, this 
number is key. Another 
statistic which has turned 
for the better comes out of 

matched zeal. The General 
Board of Global Ministries 
Mission Initiatives ministry 
is on track to see 400 
brand new churches 
started this quadrenium in 
frontier locations such as 
Mongolia, Southeast Asia, 
Central Asia, and the for-
mer Eastern Bloc countries. 

Let me add in closing a 
final bit of good news. Per-
haps our most valuable 
asset is our heritage. The 
Wesleys and early Method-
ists modeled a willingness 
to make disciples, which 
truly brought transformation 
to their world. Francis As-
bury and the early Ameri-
can Methodists likewise 
can be a great source of 
inspiration. The fires once 
burned brightly. Maybe 
they can be rekindled in our 
modern context. 

We have much good 
news. 

 
Editor’s note: Much of the 
information in this article 
about the general church is 
from GBGM research. 
 
—Rev. Mike Pearson, 
South District Superin-
tendent 

Some good  
Continued from page 1 

injured, and has been 
moved from intensive care 
to TIRR Memorial Hermann 
Hospital in Houston, Texas. 

“We have gathered be-
cause as people of faith, we 
are eternally hopeful,” said 
B i s h o p  C a r c a ñ o . 
“Sometimes in moments 
like the one we are living it 
is difficult to see that hope 
before us, but it is always 
there because God who is 
ever faithful never leaves 
us without hope.” 

Church leaders from the 
Desert Southwest Confer-
ence who were part of the 
service included Bishop 
Minerva G. Carcaño and 
Rev. Cynthia Langston Kirk, 
former associate pastor of 
St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church in Tucson. Other 
faith community leaders 
who participated in the in-

positive ministry taking place 
and the number of vital local 
churches making disciples. I 
am astonished at the range 
found within the South Dis-
trict. There is a real spirit in 
most of our congregations 
that says "we’re going to 
make this community a bet-
ter place, we are going to 
change lives for the better, 
and we are going to join 
other Christians for this 
work." Bravo! 

As mentioned, cumulative 
figures for United Methodism 
are declining, but some con-
ferences are growing. At the 
local church level in the 
South District, roughly a 
third of the UMC churches 
are growing, some in an 
amazing manner. Even the 
declining churches are often 
doing vital ministry in their 
communities. A real plus in 
all this is the growing em-
phasis on congregational 
development, indicating an 
increasing interest in finding 
new vitality in existing 

a study of young clergy 
done by Dr. Lovett Weems 
and his folks at the Lewis 
Center at Wesley Semi-
nary. This notes that in 
recent years the percent-
age of pastors age 35 and 
under serving full-time 
churches has increased. 

Another strength of 
United Methodists is their 
high-giving elasticity. In 
circumstances where per-
sonal income has in-
creased, giving has in-
creased even more. On the 
flip side, giving has demon-
strated amazing resiliency 
in light of the economy of 
late. This year our District’s 
congregations are ahead of 
last year on apportion-
ments. Additionally, we all 
observed the huge giving 
response to the tsunami 
and to Katrina. People will 
give when motivated.  

While most of this article 
addresses the US church, 
it is important to remember 
the international UMC. Our 
African presence continues 
to expand. The Philippine 
UMC is famous for starting 
new churches with un-
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Continued on page 4 

Healing 
Continued from page 1 

Bishop Carcaño offers 
words of comfort and hope 
to the gathered community 
at the site of the shooting in 
Tucson.  

Many of those gathered showed appreciation for the 
interfaith service of healing. 

Dozens of tangible offerings of prayer and hope includ-
ing prayer banners adorn the site of the Tucson shootings.  



The Desert Connection is pro-
vided monthly in January, 
June, July, and August and 
biweekly throughout the rest of 
the year by The Communica-
tions Department of The De-
sert Southwest Conference. 
Church members are encour-
aged to print out and/or distrib-
ute the information in these 
pages to those without access. 
The Desert Connection may 
always be reproduced in its 
entirety. Individual articles and 
photos may be used by DSC 
churches and organizations. 
Views in The Desert Connec-
tion come from representatives 
of official Conference groups 
or by request of Conference 
Staff. Viewpoints may only be 
those of the writer and may not 
be representative of the entire 
Conference. Questions about 
the reproduction of individual 
articles or photos should be 
directed to Stephen J. Hustedt, 
Conference Director of Com-
munications (602-266-6956 
ext. 220 or steve@desertsw.or 
g).  

Conference News and Views News and Notes 
Cabin Assistants training  

 

This year all Mingus Moun-
tain Camp cabin assistants will 
be required to attend cabin 
assistant training. We have two 
dates and location options for 
this training: February 5th from 
2-6pm at Dove of the Desert 
UMC in Glendale March 26th 
from 9am-1pm at First UMC of 
Mesa in Mesa. Applications to 
become a Cabin Assistant will 
be available at the end of the 
training session. To RSVP or 
for questions or information 
about the training events 
please contact Joshua Warner 
via e-mail at joshuaLwar-
ner@gmail.com 
 

Job 
 

Leadership Development 
Minister with The Iowa Annual 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church— The per-
son hired for this position will 
be responsible for conference-
wide programming and will be 
based in the conference office 
in Des Moines. To learn more 
contact Rev. Karen Nichols 
Dungan, Assistant to the 
Bishop for Connectional Minis-
tries in the Iowa Annual Con-
ference at 515-974-8915 
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remained at the Safeway 
center and hundreds more 
have been added since the 
healing service. 

“Let us not leave this place 
without committing to being 
agents of hope throughout 
this great city,” Bishop Car-
caño said. “Let us be agents 
of hope by continuing to pray 
for those most affected by 
this tragedy, and for each 
other without exception.”  

terfaith event included Rev. 
Dr. John C. Dorhauer, United 
Church of Christ Southwest 
Conference, Bishop Kirk 
Smith, Episcopal Diocese of 
Arizona, Rabbi Stephanie 
A a r o n ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n 
Chaverim, Tucson, Rev. Jan 
Olan Flaaten, Executive Di-
rector of the Arizona Ecu-
menical Council, Bishop Ge-
rald F. Kicanas, Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Tucson, 
Rev. Sue Westfall, Presbytery 
de Cristo, Synod of the 
Southwest Presbyterian 
Church (USA), and Rev. Dr. 
Dennis Williams, Regional 
Minister and President, Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in Arizona. 

The service included a 
sprinkling of blessed water for 
cleansing and healing of the 
site of the shooting. Bishop 
Carcaño offered a blessing 
over the water and offered 
words of thanks and healing 
to Safeway employees. The 

service was open to the pub-
lic (as well as Tucson clergy) 
for anyone who wanted to 
gather and listen to words of 
hope as well as give a bless-
ing. Those gathered at the 
service were invited to pin 
words of hope and healing to 
prayer flags and banners 
that were erected around the 
site. The banners, flags, and 
individual offerings have 

Worship 
Continued from page 2 

and the 1989 United Method-
ist Hymnal, said the collection 
is very accessible to all levels 
of musical talents within the 
church. 

"The quality of the music is 
so well selected that it brings 
immediate results for the av-
erage person-the average 
player and the average 
singer," he said. 

Worship & Song contains 
190 hymns and worship 
songs, including new hymns, 
old-time gospel favorites and 
the world's most popular con-
temporary praise songs. New 
worship planning resources in 
the collection are designed to 
supplement The United Meth-
odist Hymnal and other song-
books. 

Rethinking Worship & Song 
will be held at the Loews Van-

derbilt Hotel in Nashville and 
the nearby West End United 
Methodist Church, where 
worship, a hymn festival and 
organ workshops with the 
church's 150-rank pipe organ 
will be offered. 

A dozen workshops, ple-
nary sessions, worship ser-
vices, a reception, exhibitor 
displays and an on-site 
Cokesbury Store will be at 
the hotel. In addition to 
Young, there will be 13 lead-
ers and presenters, includ-
ing: 
*Marcia McFee, national 
consultant on worship, 
Truckee, Calif. 
*C. Michael Hawn, Professor 
of Church Music and Direc-
tor of the Master of Sacred 
Music Program at Perkins 
School of Theology, Dallas 
*Mark Miller, faculty member 
at both the Drew Theological 
School and the Institute of 
Sacred Music at Yale Uni-
versity, Plainfield, N.J. 
*Lester Ruth, Professor of 
Christian Worship at Asbury 
Seminary, Lexington, Ky. 

For news and infor-
mation from around 
the United Method-
ist Connection visit 
the denominational 
website at http://um 
c.org.  

As the service of healing came to an end the gathered 
community reflected on the events of January 8th and con-
tribute to the collection of offerings of prayer and hope.  

The event will be limited to 
500 participants. The regis-
tration fee is $200, and all 
paid registrants will receive a 
free copy of the new Wor-
ship & Song collection. 

A block of rooms at the 
Loews Vanderbilt Hotel, lo-
cated one block from West 
End UMC, will be available 
through January at special 
rates. Additional information 
on the hotel and rates is 
a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / /
tinyurl.com/36ghsrj.  

A full schedule of speak-
ers, worship services and 
workshops may be found at 
http://tinyurl.com/345dwm5 , 
or by contacting registrar 
Leslie Barr at 877-899-2780, 
Ext. 7059, or by email at 
dmutemp@gbod.org. 
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Healing 
Continued from page 3 
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