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mission meeting 

 

The Communications 
Commission will hold its 
next meeting at 1 p.m. on 
March 12 at the United 
Methodist Center in Phoe-
nix. Communications Com-
mission meetings are open 
to anyone who would like to 
help shape the future of 
communications in the De-
sert Southwest Conference. 
For more information con-
tact the communications 
office at Communications@ 
desertsw.org or 602-266-
6956. 

 

Accepting nominations  
 

The Roland Brammeier 
Award  is in memory of 
Roland Brammeier who 
devoted his energies to 
provide for those who 
needed assistance with 
food, shelter and many 
other things. Persons who 
receive this award can be 
nominated by anyone in the 
Annual Conference and 
usually is given to one 
clergy and one lay person. 
The person nominated 
must have demonstrated 
exemplary performance in 
the areas of mission related 
to children, hunger and/or 
shelter. A monetary gift 
comes with this award and 
is given to the project as 
selected by the nominee. 
Selection will be made by 
the Conference Board of 
Global Ministries at their 
April 12th meeting. A nomi-
nation can be made via e-
mail pastorcitd@gmail.com. 

By Joey Butler, UMNS 
 

When one thinks of Las 
Vegas, a lot of images come 
to mind: Bright lights. Palatial 
casinos. Extravagant music, 
comedy and magic shows. 
“Sin City” just doesn’t seem 
the ideal place to hold a 
church event.  

But when 150 young adults 
converged on University 
United Methodist Church in 
Las Vegas Feb. 18-20 for 
Relevance X 2011, where 
they shared their faith and 
their dreams for how to move 
the church toward the future. 

Through energetic worship 
services, sermons, dialogue 
and a unique “field trip,” par-
ticipants focused on service 

Young adults: 'What should 
church look like?' 

Each year the Desert 
Southwest Annual Confer-
ence, as do all Conferences 
in United Methodism, holds 
Annual Conference Sessions.  
At these sessions the busi-
ness of the Desert Southwest 
Conference is conducted with 
our Bishop, Minerva Carcaño 
leading us.  Each local church 
elects at their Local Church 
Conference Lay Members 
(Number of lay members are 
according to membership of 
local church) to attend as 

Continued on page 3 

Editor’s note: The following 
letter was sent to Desert 
Southwest Conference Lead-
ership by Bishop Minerva G. 
Carcaño on February 28. 

 

Grace and peace to you in 
the name of Christ Jesus!   

Have you heard of our 
United Methodist Call to Ac-
tion?  We need for every 
clergy person and every lay 
leader to know about this.  
Led by the Council of Bishops 
and our denomination’s Con-
nectional Table, a deep, 
thoughtful and intentional 
conversation has been con-
ducted over the last few 
years.  The focus of our con-
versation has been the nu-
merical and what some of us 
have experienced as the spiri-
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Continued on page 2 

and how that is a key compo-
nent to their faith. They were 
challenged to exhibit their 
personal faith by being a ser-
vant to those in need. 

The Desert Southwest An-
nual (regional) Conference 
began hosting Relevance X in 
2010. The annual event aims 
to reach young adults who 
often find themselves without 
a voice in the church. 

“As we continue to see 
numbers decline in the way of 
attendance by young people, 
it is now or never that this 
generation stands up and 
begins to ‘rethink’ how we are 
doing things as a body,” said 
Glen Simpson, 25, young 

From the desk 
of the Confer-
ence Secretary  

Continued on page 4 

The future of The 
United Methodist 
Church in the U.S. 

Young adults from around The Desert Southwest Confer-
ence and The United Methodist Church were spiritually filled at 
Relevance X, a three-day leadership conference for ages 18-
30 held in Las Vegas. 

mailto:communications@desertsw.org
mailto:communications@desertsw.org
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Continued on page 6 

don’t have a spot in young 
adult ministry,” Simpson 
said. “The entire body of the 
church plays a role in con-
necting with young people 
and truly rethinking how we 
do church.” 

Tara Davis Barnes, a staff 
member of the Women’s 
Division of the United Meth-
odist Board of Global Minis-
tries, echoed those senti-
ments.  

“Among young adults (I 
spoke with) I heard some 
frustration that they weren't 
supported in their church, 
even when they took the 
initiative to host young-adult 
activities,” she said. 

Barnes said none of the 
young women she spoke 
with were members of the 
United Methodist Women 
group at their church.  

“The activities of the group 
did not speak to the young 
women’s interests. I sug-
gested they begin their own 
young women’s UMW group, 
and the common response 
was, ‘We can do that?’ 
Hopefully, now, some of 
them will.” 

Tony Jones, author of 
“The New Christians: Dis-
patches from the Emergent 
Frontier,” delivered the key-
note address. Jones encour-
aged those in attendance to 
consider the current church 
and whether the model still 
works. 

“Just because we can’t 

Young  
Continued from page 1 

imagine what the church will 
look like in the future doesn’t 
mean it’s not just as vital a 
church as what we have 
now,” he said. 

 compared with 40 percent 
of those over age 25. Sixteen 
percent say they never at-
tend. 

Jones said one of the main 
problems with modern Christi-
anity is how much it relies on 
big, ineffective institutions and 
traditions that are considered 
“sacred.”  

The Barna and Pew re-
search studies emphasize 
repeatedly how young people 
mistrust such large institutions 
and this contributes to their 
lack of interest in church. 
Rather than a movement that 
speaks to their personal faith, 
many young people view re-
ligion as simply a list of rules 
that incur punishment if bro-
ken. 

Jones pointed to Metho-
dism’s founder, John Wesley, 
as someone whose faith did-
n’t fit into the rules of the day. 

“Wesley rode around on a 
horse, ordaining people as he 
went. He didn’t insist they 
attend seminary,” Jones said. 
“He was kicked out of Angli-
canism because he broke the 
rules, yet I think he’d struggle 
with the modern institutional-
ism of his own movement.” 

Derrick Scott III, 30, who 
directs college and young 
adult ministries at Crossroad 
United Methodist Church in 

Jacksonville, Fla., agreed 
the current church model 
needs to change to speak to 
young people.  

“I don’t know if my peers 
feel like it’s relevant,” he 
said. “I don’t know if we 
know why we do what we 
do, even at the core of our 
church. Since we don’t know 
why, we’re just trying to get 
people to jump on this bus 
that might not be going any-
where fast.” 

But Scott said moving 
forward doesn’t mean the 
church should abandon its 
foundation. 

“There is something really 
profound in what Wesley did 
and the reasons and motiva-
tions behind the movement 
he started. I still think our 
best days are ahead of us, 
but to really pull again from 
the reasons why our move-
ment began would be a 
great source of inspiration.” 

 

Service sustains faith 
 

The centerpiece of Rele-
vance X 2011 was a service 
experience with the Dream 
Center, an outreach ministry 
in a part of Las Vegas that 
doesn’t get shown on TV. 
Just a few miles from the 
lights on “The Strip,” the 
neighborhoods are far from 
glamorous.  

Visitors see rows and 
rows of homes badly in need 
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Tony Jones, keynote speaker for Relevance X 2011, dem-
onstrates the importance of serving others by leading a foot-
washing ceremony.  

adult ministry coordinator for 
the Desert Southwest Con-
ference. “Relevance X was 
only meant to begin the con-
versation.” 

 

Young adults must be 
heard 

 

Polls by the Barna Group 
and Pew Research Center 
on young people’s religious 
views offer some sobering 
findings. 

Pew reports 18- to 25-
year-olds are among the 
least likely to attend church 
regularly — 32 percent at-
tend at least once a week. 
Even young Christians are 
wary. A 2007 Barna study 
reports half of young church-
goers perceive Christianity 
to be judgmental, hypocriti-
cal and too political. One-
third called it old-fashioned 
and out of touch with reality. 

When Barna asked young 
people to identify their im-
pressions of Christianity, one 
common theme was 
“Christianity is changed from 
what it used to be” and 
“Christianity in today’s soci-
ety no longer looks like Je-
sus.” 

The United Methodist 
Church is not immune to 
these challenges. 

“We have to get past the 
churches that claim they 

Glen Simpson, young adult coordinator for the Desert 
Southwest Conference and coordinator of Relevance X, wel-
comed attendees to the Feb. 18-20 event.  
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soon after the webcast as 
you can send them on to 
me.  I value your insights 
into what we need to be 
doing to be more faithful to 
Christ Jesus as United 
Methodists. 

Please share this invita-
tion with your congrega-
tions and invite all to partici-
pate.  The Leadership Sum-
mit’s webcast presentation 
will be archived and avail-
able for viewing on the 
internet at any time be-
tween April 8, 2011 and 
July 8, 2012.We will also 
receive resources to help 
us interpret the information 
and implications from the 
Summit to others in our 
annual conference. 

I hope you and others in 
our DSC congregations can 
be a part of this opportunity 
to help shape the future of 
our denomination as we 
faithfully move forward to 
make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation 
of the world! 

 

—Your Sister in Christ, 
Bishop Minerva G. Car-
caño   

prehensive plan of action 
for The United Methodist 
Church.  We need to turn 
the tide of decline in our 
U.S. churches if we are to 
be the church of Jesus 
Christ. 

This Leadership Summit 
will provide us with time for 
prayer and worship to-
gether as well as for much 
work. The webcast time will 
be organized into three 
blocks:   
-1 Hour of Presentation:  
We will hear succinct up-
dates about what has been 
learned about The UMC’s 
most critical adaptive chal-
lenges along with proposals 
for launching and sustain-
ing faithful work in achiev-
ing meaningful organiza-
tional change; 
-1 Hour of Local Conversa-
tions:  With our conference 
peers we will have an op-
portunity to discuss the 
implications of the denomi-
national challenges and 
work for our context of min-
istry in the DSC and our 
conference strategic direc-
tion.  We will also be able to 
organize our thoughts to 
share our feedback and 
raise our questions with the 
presenters. 
-1 Hour of Feedback:  
Those of us participating 
will have a time to provide 
feedback and queries to the 
Council of Bishops’ leader-
ship on the webcast.  It is 
hoped that we will share 
suggestions and make 
commitments for proac-
tively aligning the work in 
our own settings in light of 
shared United Methodist 
objectives.   

I invite you to participate 
in this historic moment in 

the life of our denomination 
by attending the Summit at 
one of our many DSC sites: 
-First UMC, Yuma 
-Trinity Heights UMC, Flag-
staff 
-Shepherd of the Pines 
UMC, Heber 
-Green Valley UMC, Las 
Vegas 
-St. Francis UMC, Tucson 
-St. Matthews UMC, Mesa 
-Shepherd of the Hills UMC, 
Sun City 
-First UMC, Phoenix 

Many thanks to these 
congregations and those 
who have stepped up and 
agreed to serve as facilita-
tors at each of these sites. 

If you desire to be in-
volved in the Summit, but 
are unable to go to a site, 
then go to the web address, 
http://umcleadershipsummi 
t.org, on April 6.  Through 
this website you will be able 
to view the webcast from 
you home, office or mobile 
phone.  You will, however, 
need to have a broadband 
connection, and you won’t 
be able to respond on the 
webcast, but I would like to 
hear your responses as 

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño invites members of The 
Desert Southwest Conference to participate in the April 6 
leadership summit. 

By Fay Quanstrom 
 

The “Cathedral of Metho-
dism,” Westminster Central 
Hall, stands across the 
square from London’s West-
minster Abbey, and is home 

to a vibrant multicultural 
congregation. This grand, 
French, Renaissance style 
building was erected be-
tween 1905 and 1911 to 
mark the centennial of John 
Wesley’s death. To fund 

The future  
Continued from page 1 

tual decline of United Metho-
dism in the U.S.  We are 
ready to share what we have 
learned through this conver-
sation and effort. 

In behalf of our Council of 
Bishops and Connectional 
Table I want to invite you to 
participate in a United Meth-
odist Leadership Summit on 
April 6, 2011.  The conversa-
tion of this critical summit will 
address the adaptive chal-
lenges our church is facing 
in the U.S. and the changes 
we will need to make in or-
der to faithfully serve Christ 
in this new day and age.   

In order to reach as many 
United Methodist leaders as 
possible, this Leadership 
Summit will be held as a 
three-hour webcast conver-
sation on April 6, 2011, from 
9:00 am – Noon.   On this 
web cast our Council of 
Bishops will share how we 
are striving to help the 
church clarify and affirm 
God’s own leading of our life 
together and our work.  We 
do believe that the vision, 
values and culture of The 
United Methodist Church 
continue to align with God’s 
own holy purpose for us, but 
we need to regroup and re-
ground ourselves for faithful-
ness and fruitfulness.  Our 
Council of Bishops will share 
how we are blending the 
findings and constructive 
work of multiple groups in-
volved in strategic review 
and planning in behalf of the 
mission of The UMC.  We 
will also invite all United 
Methodists to take part in 
shaping and leading a com-

the project, Methodists 
across Britain were chal-
lenged to give toward the 
Million Guinea fund: “One 
Million Guineas from One 
Million Methodists.” Each 
person was to give an equal 

amount, one guinea, re-
gardless of his economic 
status. For many in 1898 
this represented a consid-
erable sacrifice. Children 

Continued on page 5 

An American pastor experiences London’s Cathedral of Methodism 

http://umcleadershipsummit.org
http://umcleadershipsummit.org
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Imagine No Malaria gifts top $15 
million  

where the Phoenix Coyotes 
play. 

Annual Conference will 
run this year from Thursday, 
June 23 – Sunday, June 26 
when we conclude with a 
Service of Worship in send-
ing forth and the Fixing of 
Appointments.  As Confer-
ence Secretary I write this 
article to you INVITING YOU 
to attend any of the various 
Conference Sessions that 
will be held.  We always 
have plenty of seats in the 
rear of the Media Center for 
visitors to view the happen-
ings of our Annual Confer-
ence.   

You will find articles from 
me in the future with specific 
information on events occur-
ring and a schedule as we 
finalize the Annual Confer-
ence Schedule.  In the 
meantime we ask you to be 
in prayer for the Sessions 
Committee and leadership of 
our Annual Conference as 
we work on putting this most 
important Annual Event to-
gether.       

May God’s Grace and 
Peace be felt by each of 
you, 
—Louie Lyon Conference 
Secretary  

From the 
Continued from page 1 

Gifts to Imagine No Malaria 
recently surpassed $15 mil-
lion, thanks to caring United 
Methodists who donated to 
special offerings and partici-
pated in fundraisers to wipe 
out the mosquito-borne dis-
ease.  

And every dollar helps.  
The World Health Organi-

zation reported that in 2008 
there were 247 million cases 
of malaria and nearly a million 
deaths. In Africa, a child dies 
from malaria every 45 sec-
onds; the disease accounts 
for 20 percent of all childhood 
deaths.  

representatives of the local 
church.  These persons are 
expected to attend each 
session of the Annual Con-
ference which this year will 
begin with a Service of Re-
membrance and Resurrec-
tion on Thursday, June 23rd 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Media 
Center of the Renaissance 
Glendale Hotel.   All our ses-
sions will be held in this fine 
hotel located between Uni-
versity of Phoenix Stadium 
where the Arizona Cardinals 
play and Jobbing.com Arena 
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Rev. Louie Lyon is the 
Secretary of the Annual 
Conference. 

Annual Conference mission 
project 

The Conference Board of 
Global Ministries is asking 
churches to participate in 
this year’s Annual Confer-
ence Mission Project by 
assembling Birthing Kits for 
the United Methodist Com-
mittee on Relief (UMCOR). 
These kits are to be sent to 
“UMCOR West Office and 
Depot, 1479 South 700 
West, Salt Lake City, UT 
84104-1605. Please report 
the number of kits that you 
are sending to Billie Fidlin at 
billie@desertsw.org or by 
letter to her attention at 1550 
E. Meadowbrook, Phoenix, 
AZ 85014. The Board would 
like to make a report on the 

number of kits sent at An-
nual Conference in June. 
For more information you 
can also go the website:  
h t t p : / / d e s e r t s o u t h we s t 
conference.org /miss ion 
project. 

All kits must only contain 
the items which are listed 
and nothing else. A Birthing 
Kit has a value of $8.00 and, 
if possible, please send one 
dollar for each birthing kit for 
processing and shipping 
fees. These kits are sent all 
over the world where 
needed. Each kit should 
contain the following items: 
one small bar soap either 

Continued on page 5 

One Great Hour of Sharing (April 3, 2011) is one of the 
six church-wide Special Sundays with offerings of The United 
Methodist Church. OGHS enables the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to live out its mission to alle-
viate human suffering. 

UMCOR is the humanitarian arm of The United Methodist 
Church. OGHS gifts underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing 
business," meaning that every penny of every gift you make 
to a specific UMCOR project will be spent on that project-not 
on office administrative costs. This enables UMCOR to re-
spond to natural or human made disasters. 

The OGHS offering makes ministries available in the 
United State and across the globe. In 81 countries in all, you 
assure the United Methodist Church is in the lead to alleviate 
suffering through OGHS. 

Call (888) 346-3862 today to order envelopes and other 
resources so your congregation can participate in this 
churchwide offering. They will be sent at no cost to your 
church! Find more at http://umcgiving.org/specialsundays. 

Youth in the Baltimore-Washington Conference show their 
spirit by wearing green bracelets at ROCK 2011, which raised 
more than $18,000 for Imagine No Malaria.  

Since The United Method-
ist Church launched the 
Imagine No Malaria cam-
paign on World Malaria Day 
last April, congregations and 
annual (regional) confer-
ences have cast a wide net 
of support for the lifesaving 
initiative.  

The work is a reminder of 
the promise in Ephesians 
3:20 “that God can deliver 
more than we can ask or 
imagine,” says the Rev. 
Gary Henderson, executive 
director of the United Meth-
odist Global Health Initiative.  

http://umcgiving.org/specialsundays
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clude any personal notes, 
money or additional materi-
als with these items be-
cause they must be re-
moved and will delay the 
shipment. 

Each box should not ex-
ceed 66 pounds and two 
packing lists should be 
made, one for the church’s 
records and one for UM-
COR attached to the out-
side of each box. The Con-
ference Board of Global 
Ministries appreciates all 
contributions which will be 

An American 
Continued from page 3 

long secured by bundling 
and tying them together; 
one single edge razor cov-
ered in paper or cardboard 
to keep it from causing in-
jury, regular shaving razors 
are not acceptable for this; 
two receiving blankets 30”x 
30” or 32”x 32” size, but no 
thermal or fleece blankets 
please; one gallon size 
sealable plastic bag.  Fold 
the plastic sheeting and 
blankets so they will fit eas-
ily into the plastic bag. Lay 
the loose items on top of 
the blankets and plastic 
sheeting. Slide all items into 

the plastic bag. Squeeze 
as much air out of the bag 
and then seal it. 

All items must be new 
and do not wash any of the 
items since they will be 
considered used. The rea-
son for the strict rules is 
that all emergency kits are 
carefully planned to make 
them usable in the greatest 
number of situations. Cus-
toms regulations govern 
what can and cannot be 
brought into a country so 
that it is important that only 
the items requested be in 
each kit. Again, do not in-

Annual 
Continued from page 4 

one or two ounces in size 
and still in their original pack-
aging (such as those found 
in hotels are acceptable); 
one pair sterile gloves, surgi-
cal, latex or thin rubber 
gloves are acceptable; one 
square yard of clear plastic 
sheeting which must be 4 
millimeters thick and plastic 
trash bags and shower cur-
tains are not acceptable; 
three pieces of clean cotton 
string (no yarn) 12 inches 

turned to their money boxes; 
adults collected pennies, 
mended clothing rather than 
buying new items, even gave 
up sugar, jam and butter. 
When the guinea was given, 
the contributor signed the 
Historic Roll, now in 50 
leather-bound volumes lo-
cated in Central Hall. Almost 
daily people from all parts of 
England and the world visit 
this remarkable building and 
many search the Historic 
Roll for signatures of family 
members or acquaintances. 
Visitors also see the life-
sized sculpture of John 
Wesley. They climb the 
Grand Staircase to the Great 
Hall and look up to the 
domed ceiling, said to be the 
second largest of its type in 
the world. This architectural 
feature was chosen to create 
“an open air meeting place 
with a roof on,” light-flooded 
and expansive. 

The first meeting the 
United Nations General As-
sembly in 1946 was held at 
Westminster Central Hall. 
Mahatma Gandhi, Winston 
Churchill, Boutros Boutros-
Ghali and the Prince of 
Wales have spoken in the 
Great Hall. Great preachers 
like G. Campbell Morgan, 
William Edward Sangster, 
the Lord Archbishop of Can-

terbury, and Billy Graham 
have filled its pulpit.  

 During 1999 and 2000 
when my husband, who 
worked for Amoco/BP, and I 
lived in London, it was my 
privilege to serve on the 
staff as a Visiting Minister of 
this remarkable church.  

The opportunity came 
about almost by accident, 
humanly speaking, but 
clearly in God’s Providence 
as it developed. At the invi-
tation of Rev. Dr. Peter 
Graves, each Sunday I was 
on the platform with a role 
in one or more of the three 
morning worship services. I 
might lead the Morning 
Prayer, read the Scripture, 
give announcements, pro-
vide the children’s talk, 
serve communion, or 
preach. Because of the 
many American visitors who 
make Central Hall one of 
their stops, Rev. Graves 
wanted to welcome them 
with an “American voice.” 
Americans love the English 
accents, but out of one’s 
own country for any length 
of time, a traveler finds the 
sounds of home a balm to 
the ears. About one third of 
the regular worshipers were 
Ghanan immigrants to Brit-
ain. Methodist missionaries 
founded a school for boys 
there in 1834 and one for 
girls two years later, provid-
ing education for many of 
the country’s future leaders 

and creating strong ties 
between Ghana and Great 
Britain. 

Weekday ministry oppor-
tunities included participa-
tion in weekly staff meet-
ings, leading weekly Bible 
study, working with the 
women’s guild, participating 
in the healing service, and 
preaching and the weekly 
lunch hour service. I devel-
oped a welcome ministry 
and worked with the pas-
tor’s personal assistant at 
reconfiguring the office 
space. I was privileged to 
serve communion to Mem-
bers of Parliament when 
the ministerial staff con-
ducted the annual Cove-
nant Service for them.  

 Millennium activities 
provided an evening of 
great excitement for me. 
Methodists, Anglicans, and 
Roman Catholics worked 

together to create a Pro-
cession of Witness on Mil-
lennium Eve. We began 
with carols at Central Hall. 
Then the clergy, in full litur-
gical garb, processed down 
the center aisle of West-
minster Abbey through a 
standing-room only crowd, 
to be seated with Prime 
Minister and Cheri Blair, 
the Lord Mayor of West-
minster and other dignitar-
ies for the dedication of the 
exterior lighting of the Ab-
bey. From this Litany of 
Light, the procession, by 
this time numbering about 
3,000, continued down 
Victoria Street to the piazza 
of Westminster Cathedral 
where I was one of the 
speakers at the last of the 
churches representing the 
three largest denomina-

Continued on page 6 

The Cathedral of Methodism is located in London and 
was visited by Gold Canyon’s Fay Quanstrom. 
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The Desert Connection is pro-
vided monthly in January, 
June, July, and August and 
biweekly throughout the rest of 
the year by The Communica-
tions Department of The De-
sert Southwest Conference. 
Church members are encour-
aged to print out and/or distrib-
ute the information in these 
pages to those without access. 
The Desert Connection may 
always be reproduced in its 
entirety. Individual articles and 
photos may be used by DSC 
churches and organizations. 
Views in The Desert Connec-
tion come from representatives 
of official Conference groups 
or by request of Conference 
Staff. Viewpoints may only be 
those of the writer and may not 
be representative of the entire 
Conference. Questions about 
the reproduction of individual 
articles or photos should be 
directed to Stephen J. Hustedt, 
Conference Director of Com-
munications (602-266-6956 
ext. 220 or steve@desertsw.or 
g).  

Conference News and Views News and Notes 
Workshop on Dementia 

 

Paradise Valley UMC will 
once again partner with Aud-
rey's Angels and Hospice of 
the Valley to hold a workshop 
entitled "Understanding the 
Journey of Dementia."  The 
event will take place Saturday, 
March 12 from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Center at PVUMC.  Registra-
tion begins at 8:30 and a light 
breakfast will be provided.  
There is no fee, but registration 
is required by calling 602-636-
5396. 
 

Special Request from UMOM 
 

One of the single ladies at 
UMOM’s Watkins Emergency 
Shelter is in need of an electric 
wheelchair.  This amazing 
woman has survived a severe 
illness, made it out of a coma, 
and is adapting to the amputa-
tion of all her fingers (except 
one thumb) and both of her 
legs below the knees. When 
released from the hospital she 
entered UMOM’s Watkins 
Emergency Shelter. Please 
contact Nichole at 602-889-
0686, nbarnes@umom.org if 
you have an electric wheel-
chair to donate. 
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of repair, with bars over their 
windows to prevent burglar-
ies. Nearby, homeless people 
sleep in tent cities by the in-
terstate. 

Relevance X participants 
stocked a warehouse full of 
furniture and household items 
to be distributed to disaster 
victims and others in need. 
Others packed sack lunches 
and health kits and distributed 
them to homeless people on 
the neighborhood streets. 

When they returned to the 
conference, they broke into 
groups to discuss the impact 
the project had on them and 
the ways they might serve 
others when they return 
home.  

“People who go out and 
feed the homeless may be 
the only form of Jesus that 
they see. It would let them 
know that Jesus is real,” said 
Wayne Minert, 27, a Rele-
vance X participant from Las 
Vegas. 

Simpson said he feels 
young people are drawn to 
mission and service as a way 
to sustain their faith. 

“I’m discovering that 
young adults … want to 
physically see that what they 
do in this world will leave a 
lasting impression on it,” he 
said. “By doing service we 
begin building the other key 
piece to reaching young 
people: the relationship. It is 
the building of relationships 
that will ultimately lead to 
young people reconnecting 
with the church.” 

The most important of 
those relationships is young 
people’s relationship to 
Christ, said Derrick Scott. 

An American 
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tions in Britain. The next 
event was the Vigil of Prayer 
for the New Millennium in the 
presence of Her Majesty the 
Queen and His Royal High-
ness Prince Phillip at South-
wark Cathedral, and when 
Big Ben struck twelve, a rain 
of fireworks over the Thames! 
I was further honored with the 
privilege of preaching the first 
sermon of the new Millennium 
in Methodist Central Hall. 

Prayer for the Millennium 
read by Her Majesty the 
Queen 

Lord of the years to whom 
belong all glory, dominion, 
and power. In the fullness of 
time you sent your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to be our 
Savior. He is Christ yesterday 
and today, the beginning and 

the end, Alpha and Omega, 
all time and eternity belong 
to him through every age 
and forever. Grant to your 
faithful people the abundant 
blessing of your Holy Spirit. 
Fulfill in us your will, that for 
all time and in all creation, 
your loving purpose may be 
known through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord. Amen. 

 

Editor’s note: Fay Quan-
strom holds an M.A.Th.S. in 
Old Testament and a D.Min. 
in Preaching from Northern 
Seminary, Lombard, IL. She 
is a retired minister in the 
United Church of Christ, 
having served in staff and 
senior pastor roles in 
churches in Northern Illinois 
as well as at Westminster 
Central Hall. She and her 
husband now live in Gold 
Canyon, AZ, where she is a 
volunteer staff member at 
Gold Canyon UMC.  

For news and infor-
mation from around 
the United Method-
ist Connection visit 
the denominational 
website at http://um 
c.org.  

“The more in love I’ve be-
come with Jesus over my 
life, the more I’ve been 
pushed into compassion and 
justice,” he said. 

As Relevance X came to a 
close and participants pre-
pared to head back to their 
communit ies, Simpson 
asked them to take their 
ministry experience back 
with them. 

Borrowing from his city’s 
famous slogan, he said, “The 
hope is that what happens in 
Vegas won’t stay in Vegas.” 

Young  
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Online Lent retreat 
 

An online study opportu-
nity, The Awkward Season: 
A Lent Retreat, will be of-
fered by the Upper Room 
through BeADisciple.com.  
This study is based on the 
book, The Awkward Season, 
by Pamela C. Hawkins. The 
retreat will begin on 
Wednesday, March 9, and 
runs through Monday, April 
25. To enroll for this Lent 
retreat, go to http://beadiscip 
le.com. If you have any 
questions or trouble enroll-
ing, email Ingrid Quigley at 
ingridquigley@sbcglobal.net. 

Relevance X participants assembled sack lunches to dis-
tribute to the homeless as part of a service project through 
the Dream Center, an outreach ministry in Las Vegas.  
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